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of the Rhine, that French ambition chiefly turned.
The identification of France with Gaul, the claim of
the Rhine as an ancient boundary, was the justlfica-
tion of these aspirations, but, on better grounds
than history misread, it might be argued that the
Rhine was a dividing line placed by nature between
great nations; that this river, with the Alps and the
Pyrenees, would form natural boundaries and guard
the country against invasion from any quarter.

The decay of the Spanish kingdom had already
begun, and, even if Richelieu had never been minis-
ter, it is certain that France would soon have exerted
an influence in Europe far greater than that of the
petrified monarchy of Spain. But in the decline of
Spain was the opportunity of France. Richelieu
comprehended this, and Louis XIV. followed in his
footsteps until led astray by the desire of seeing
his grandson on the Spanish throne. Roussilion,
Franche-Comt6, and most of the Spanish Nether-
lands became parts of France, and were accessions
of great importance.

In Germany, the Cardinal adopted the policy
most advantageous for French ambition. It was
not philanthropic, it was not based on any theories
of the brotherhood of man, but, if France was to
be the foremost power in Europe, it was not the
part of wisdom to build up a united Germany as a
rival. During the seventeenth century, there was
no more prospect of a united Germany than of a
united Italy, but it was possible that Austria might
exercise a control over most of the German states
as effective as in our own day has been exercised bybeden he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His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